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The interpretation which Froebel himself gave to this effort
ot the child to relate himself to the world-whole and the
methods which he took of stimulating it by use of certain
objects and exercises, led to a symbolism which alienates
many from his thoughts in general. However, this symbolic
use of these particular objects and activities, in so far as they
apply to the higher stages of learning, has no vital connec-
tion with his fundamental theories. The extent to which
such interpretation is valid for kindergarten work is aside
from our interest here,. This is to be answered in the light of
prevailing ideas and practices rather than by the practices
formulated by Froebel for his own time and people.
Education is not a preparation for a future state. This
life which the child seeks to enter is not the adult life, but
the life around him. Education finds its meaning in the pro-
cess, not in some condition remote and only real through the
imagination. The aim of education is development, the
process of education is development. In so far as the child
enters to the full extent of his powers and his nature into
unity with the life around him, the development of the
present is secured; the development of the future is measured
- by the same standard. The aim of education is thus realized
as fully in the child as in the adult. There is no ulterior end.
Stating that the end is also process, is found in develop-
ment, is to say that the end and process are found in the
child. Yet not in the child alone, but in the child as he relates
himself to the world around him.
We have seen that Froebel as well as Herbart and Pesta-
lozzi emphasized the moral character of education. With
Froebel education is the formation of character because it is
the determination of the nature of the child's activities. Edu-
cation is moral because it is the relating of the child to life and
the revelation of the child's inner nature through action, Ordi-
riary education is defective because it results in the develop-
ment of intellectual attainments and of insight greater than